SCHOOL OF ELIJAH
Theological Education of the Evangelical Baptist Church of Georgia (EBC)

As long as it will not be possible to have a permanent theological education in a Theological
Seminary with resident students and a trained faculty, EBC Georgia has decided to operate
a “School of Elijah”.

The first three year course of the “School of Elijah” ran from 2003 to 2006 and was
successfully completed by 57 students. The program began with 67 students. The students
came from all churches in Georgia and were men and women of all ages. All of them are
somehow involved in Baptist work in the country as pastors, deacons, missionaries and in
many other responsibilities.

All 57 students have successfully passed the final examination. 47 students have
furthermore written excellent diploma papers about subjects from lectures they had heard
during those three years. Those students have qualified for any kind of ministry within the
EBC Georgia and will be named as clergy before the state officials if this ever will be
requested.

The Method of the “School of Elijah”.

All students had to apply for the course in written form and pass entry tests.

They had to pay a small fee for each course and take care of their travel expenses. In
cases of need some small support could be given, if students applied for it and if funds
were available.

Every three months students were invited to come for a week of intensive studies at the
Beteli Centre of EBC Georgia in Tbilisi. Some students stayed at this place, others lived at
home or with families in the city of Tbilisi.

There were three lectures, each of 60 minutes, in the morning and the afternoon. Most of
the lectures had to be translated either from English or German into Georgian. This was
done by three leaders of EBC Georgia and the leading Bishop.

The lectures given were:

October 2003

Church and Society Rev. Ragnhild Schanke, Norway

The Role of the Pastor (Moses as a typical model)

Basic Homiletics Dr. Karl Heinz Walter, Germany
January 2004

Early Church History Bishop Malkhaz Songulashvili, Georgia

The Church Law Father Basil Kobakhidze, Georgia
March 2004

The Theology of the Apostolic Fathers Dr. Matthias Walter, Germany

Counselling — Means and Methods
of Personal Communication Anke Carraro-Walter, Germany



June 2004
Introduction to the New Testament

The Letter to the Ephesians

October 2004
Introduction to the Old Testament

A Basic Course in Counselling

January 2005
Practical Theology

Liturgics

April 2005
Introduction to Systematic Theology

Church History — Middle Ages

June 2005
Counselling, Marriage and Family

Introduction to Christian Ethics
October 2005

Aspects of the Theology of the New
Testament

The same subject

January 2006
History of Baptist Churches in Europe

Bishop Malkhaz Songulashvili, Georgia

Dr. John Baker, USA

Dr. Robert Langdon, USA

Dr. Karl Heinz Walter, Germany

Bishop Malkhaz Songulashvili, Georgia

Father Basil Kobakhidze, Georgia

Dr. John Baker, USA

Dr. Olaf Kuhr, Germany

Dr. Constance Sharp, USA

Dr. Jeff Sharp, USA

Dr. Matthias Walter, Germany

Dr. Jeff Sharp, USA

Dr. Karl Heinz Walter, Germany

History of Baptist Churches in Georgia Bishop Malkhaz Songulashvili, Georgia

March 2006
Studies in Old Testament Wisdom
Literature

Introduction to the Book of Psalms

Dr. Jerry Moye, Hongkong-China

Exegesis of Psalms and use for Sermons

and Bible Studies

June 2006

Church History, Persons, Movements,

Developments in modern Church
History

Evangelistic Ministry of the Church

Dr. Winfried Eisenblatter, Germany

Dr. John-Paul Lotz, Great Britain

Jorg Swoboda, Germany



October 2006
Final Exams

December 2006
Graduation Service in Thilisi

Finances

The EBC Georgia provided room and board for the teachers. Travel costs of all the
teachers were provided by either the churches or the Baptist Unions from which the
teachers came.

There were only very few donations for running the program and to support the students so
that only a minimum could be accomplished. The budget did not allow buying any material
and special equipment which would have been helpful.

Future Perspectives

All students of the first course have demanded to continue with the theological education.
Their proposal is to use intensive courses of two weeks in the summer and concentrate on
one subject.

During the week after the graduation about 50 new students have applied for the next
course although nothing has been said about a next “School of Elijah” program.

EBC Georgia has not made any decision for the next steps.

Dr. Karl Heinz Walter, Chairman of the International Board of the School of Elijah



